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The Spirit of China: A Key Word in Promoting the Development of

Socialist Literature and Arts with Chinese Characteristics
Pan Wen

Abstract: This paper is a parallel study between two important documents issued last year in

China—One is Xi Jinping’s “Speech on the National Forum of Literature and Arts”, and the

other is “Proposals of the Central Committee of the CPC for the Prosperity and Develop-

ment of Socialist Literature and Arts” —and the reality of contemporary China’s literary

criticism. It is proposed that the concept of “the Spirit of China” is now of vital importance

in the field of literature and arts. It requires critics to make criticism of here and now, and

do some deepening work of theoretical construction. The study of literature and arts can

reach the public’s expectations only by explaining literature and life with views from history,

views for the people, and views of artistic and aesthetic quality.

Keywords: the Spirit of China; criticism of here and now; theoretical construction of pro-

fundity
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