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A Brief Analysisof the Concepts of the Family and the State

of the Mu Chieftains of Lijiang
Mu Cancheng Wang Bingyun Jiari Yishi

Abstract: This paper describes the political and cultural relationships between the Mu Chief-

tains of Lijiang and the central governments of different dynasties and demonstrates their

concepts of the family and the country. From the Ming dynasty to the beginning of the Qing

dynasty, the Mu Chieftains had played an important role in politics and culture in the

boundary area of Yunnan, Sichuan and Tibet, which was inseparable from the close rela-

tionship the Chieftains had established with the central governments and their correct con-

cepts of their own family and the state. These concepts helped the Chieftains rule their pre-

fecture, which in turn promoted the effective administration of the border areas by the cen-

tral government of each dynasty.

Keywords: Lijiang; Chieftains Mu; central governments; the concepts of the family and
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