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A Calculation on Unbalanced Development of Rural Compulsory

Education under County-level Educational Administration Mechanism
—The Empirical Analysis Based on Provincial Statistical Data of the Past Years

Yan Kun

Liu Xinbo

Abstract: Through the method of decomposition of Gini Coefficient and Theil Index, this paper examines the

unbalanced development of rural compulsory education from the two aspects of regional difference and urban-

rural differences- The analysis draws a conclusion that urban-rural differences are constantly being reduced,

but it only results from the convergence of investment increment: while the stock problem, that is, the his-

torical problem of rural compulsory education still exists- Moreover, the regional difference in the investment

and expenditure of rural compulsory education is also expanding- These problems indicate that county-level ad-

ministration mechanism do play a positive role in the balanced development of rural compulsory education- But

in essence, the true reason for narrowing the gap was the investment increase; but not the administration

mechanism itself that curbed the unbalanced development of rural compulsory education- The paper concludes

that the power of requlating the rural compulsory education should be taken over by the central government

and finance and it is the best way to settle issues-

Key words: rural compulsory education: regional difference; rural-urban differences
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