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On the Confucian Theory of the Gentleman
Tang Daixing Cheng Biying

Abstract: The Confucian ideal “gentleman” is produced through practice. The content of the
gentleman’s practice is “benevolence, propriety and happiness”, and the logic is that “thegentle-
man who is benevolent can have a good command of rites and reach a happy state” . This thinking
mode opens up the path of “practicing the virtue of benevolence, following the rites and obtai-
ning happiness” and creates the method of “study and practice” . The goals of the gentleman are
“towin the position by cultivating his virtues” and “to rectify the position with his virtues”. The

former goal means tofulfil one’s self, withthe overall requirement of “becoming an all-rounder”
g q g

. Therefore, to achieve this goal, one must adhere to such principles as “being well versed in all

areas” and “serving the monarch in the right way” . The latter goal means tohelp others succeed,
of which the basic mode is tocarefully cultivate oneself for the sake of others and of all peo-
ple. For this purpose, one must obey the four codes of “worshiping morality and justice only”,
“being free from profit-seeking”, “remaining in one’s proper sphere” and “being impartial”
. Whether to fulfill one’s self or to help others succeed, one must keep to the approach of “study
and practice” . In other words, study and practice what is virtuous, one can obtain the five vir-
tues of “reverence, generosity, trust, agility and favor”; study and practice a career, one can
acquirethe six key elements of “adoring sages, being obedient to one’s parents, faithfully ser-
ving one’s superiors, being sincere with one’s friends, being thrifty and self-controlled, being
diligent and watchful over words” .

Keywords: gentleman’s cultivation and practice; gentlemanly fulfil one’s self; gentlemanly help

others succeed; erudition and introspection; improve one’s virtue and refine one’s achievements
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