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The Understanding of Inner Conviction Among Modern Chinese Legal Scholars
Li Fengming

Abstract; “Inner conviction” is a new legal term that was introduced into China in the end of the
Qing dynasty. The legal scholars of modern China had carried on thorough discussions on its con-
cept, its institutional premise, as well as its advantages and disadvantages compared with legal evi-
dence, which has provided theoretical support for its transplantation and practice as a system.
However, modern China lacked the tradition to adopt inner conviction, so there was an inevitable
gap between the system and the idea in the transference and grafting of inner conviction. Thus, at
that time, legal scholars only had an indistinct understanding and achieved no consensus on the con-
cept of inner conviction, but they had the same understanding for its system premise, as well as its
advantages and disadvantages. After the founding of the PRC, there has been a transition and
transmutation of inner conviction system, which has created a fracture that requires a seriously re-
flection on the understanding of the system accumulated through a long history.

Keywords: inner conviction; concept; institutional premise; advantages and disadvantages
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