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Two Changes Made by Dewey to Traditional Political Philosophy
Zheng Guoyu

Abstract: The basic intention of John Dewey’s political philosophy lies in exploring a possi-

ble way to construct the philosophy from the level of neglected life in the traditional philoso-

phy. Dewey thinks that the core issue of the traditional political philosophy, namely that by

which ways should the individuals form a society, is false. The real meaningful question is

what kind of society or what kind of related-form can embody the characteristics of the hu-

man beings and make various aspects of personal abilities get maximum play. Dewey not on-

Iy emphasizes that the democratic society should create a diversity of conditions to fully make

the personal potentiality exert an influence as much as possible, but believes that the indi-

vidual has the ability of necessary experience and intelligence to participate in social life.

Keywords: Dewey; political philosophy; dualism; life; society; democracy
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