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Su Shi’s Poems in the English World: the Status Quo of
Their Translation and Publication
Dai Yuzxia Cheng Ying

Abstract; Su Shi’s poems are bright pearls in the Chinese classical poetry. However, their
translation and publication in the English world have four characteristics, i.e., being
translated late, being scattered in different collections, being small in number, and having
very few successful translators. The reasons are: the foreign translators have limited access
to Su Shi’s poems; they cannot break their cultural mentality; few translators are special-
ized; foreign public opinion marginalizes Chinese classical poetry; and foreign readership is
not interested to Chinese classical poetry. Domestic translation circle and publishing world

should analyze successful cases, and speed up the translation of Chinese classical poetry and

publication in the English world.

Keywords: Su Shi’s poems; translation of Chinese classics; the English translation of Su
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