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The Influence of the Yellow River Floods on the Relocation of State
and County Government Offices in Western Shandong

Province During the Ming and Qing Dynasties
Duan We:

Abstract: The floods of the Yellow River during the Ming and Qing Dynasties exerted great
influence on the relocation of state and county government offices in western Shandong
Province. Of the 71 states and counties in the six Prefectures () and two Zhili Prefectures
( ) in western Shandong Province, 10 states and counties relocated their government
offices due to the floods. 61 states and counties did not relocate under the influence of
floods, of which the Cao County had a relocation proposal in the Ming Dynasty but did not
implement it. These states and counties were all affected by the floods of the Yellow River,
mainly in the early Ming Dynasty. There are four main reasons for this phenomenon: First,
the relocation of states and counties was greatly affected by the geographical factors of the
flooding of the Yellow River, which mainly occurs in the Caozhou Prefecture. Second, there
were not many places suitable for governance in each state and county, and the
comprehensive advantages of the old government offices made it more and more difficult to
relocate. Third, the use of bricks to build city walls was beneficial to preventing floods. The
more walls built and repaired, the lower the chances of relocation. Fourth, although
flooding affects the relocation of state and county government offices, it was not a decisive
factor. Compared with the northern Jiangsu Province in the same period, the western
Shandong Province received heavier influence from the Yellow River diversion in the late
Qing Dynasty.

Keywords: Ming and Qing Dynasties; western Shandong Province; Yellow River floods;

relocation of government offices
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