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On the Role of Information Disclosure in Governance
Lv Yanbin

Abstract: Emphasizing on participation, consultation and cooperation among the govern-

ment, the society and the public, governance distinguishes itself from the traditional no-

tions of “rule” and “administration” .

Information disclosure, as an important means of

advancing governance capacities, facilitates the improvement of government accountability,

achieves social justice, forces the development of administration abilities, and guarantees

social stability. Nevertheless, during the current implementing process of the system of

government information disclosure, many government agencies consider information disclo-

sure to be burdens and concern that disclosure impacts social stability. These government a-

gencies possess different ideas on the type of information subject to disclosure, fail to pre-

cisely, comprehensively, and timely disclose information subject to disclosure, lack inter-

agencies coordination on disclosed information, and disclose inconsistent contents through

multiple platforms. As regards to whether certain specific information should be disclosed,

different agencies hold variable rules and criteria. Thus, the most crucial step is to further

promote the awareness of disclosure, and in the meantime, to improve the recognition on

disclosure by leaders and staff at various levels, further perfect the system of government

information disclosure, raise the hierarchy of the relevant law, conduct scientific and com-

prehensive assessment on disclosure, and urge government agencies optimally fulfill the dis-

closure responsibilities.
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