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“The Way of Loyalty and Consideration” and External

Relations of Modern China
Li Cunshan

Abstract: The primary doctrine of Confucianism is “The benevolent man loves others”.
The method to implement benevolence is “the way of loyalty and consideration”, which has
universal moral value for human beings. Confucian insists that we should *harmonize all
countries” . In ancient China, this idea was inevitably associated with the historical limita-
tion that China was the suzerain of other countries. In modern China, however, Chinese
people have formed the concept of “nation-state” during the intercourse with the rest of the
world. Sun Yat-sen firstly put forward “revitalizing China” and “nationalism”; meanwhile,
he indicated that all nations should be treated equally. Tsai Yuanpei claimed that Sun's
thoughts were the compromise of “nationalism and cosmopolitism” . In the 1950s, Premier
Zhou Enlai firstly promoted “five principles of peaceful coexistence”, which actually reflec-
ted the spirit of “the way of loyalty and consideration” . Premier Zhou said that “some of
the philosophical thoughts which Chinese people adapt to handle foreign affairs come from
our traditional culture rather than Marxism” . In the 21st century, China is undergoing a
“peaceful rise”, thus, the policy of “being a good neighbor and partner” and *bringing
harmony to the world” is not only consistent with the traditional Chinese culture, but also
has its ideological connotations of new times.
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