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Fang Dongmei’s Views on Chinese Primitive Religion
Jiang Guobao Wen Xiangguo

Abstract: In Fang Dongmei’s view, Chinese primitive Religion should not be thoroughly
studied on the extant materials such as the Classic o f Mountains and Seas (( Y Shan
Hai Jing) and Songsof Chu ({ » Chua Ci) written in the Warring States period, but
on the “Great Plan” ( Y Hoéng Fan) in the Book of Documents ( { Y Shang
Shu), which he viewed as the Chinese Aocalypse. He studied Chinese primitive religion by
two rules from Hong fan: “the five elements” ( Wuxing) and “laws of the king” (
Hudng Ji) . As to “the five elements”, Fang underlined the significance of the shift from
“five materials” to five major “Gods of Natural Function” ( ”), to indicate
that, as their basic thinking pattern, primitive Chinese tended to turn their direct experi-
ences into mythology. As to “laws of the king”, Fang thought that they were located within
the primitive Chinese thinking pattern and suggested the ancient Chinese “kind belief”,
which signified “the organic spirit of Chinese primitive religion” and the absence of a “com-
plex of being created” in their admiration of Gods. Thus, it is likely to discover “the reli-
gious democracy” beneath Chinese primitive religion.
Keywords: Fang Dongmei; primitive religion; mythology; the five elements; laws of

the king
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