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Characteristics of Chinese Literary Theoretical

Development of the Times
——A Summary of the 13th Annual Conference of the Association of Chinese Literary
Theoryand the Symposium on “Review and Reflection of the Chinese
Literary Theory in the Past Hundred Years”
Zuo Yang

Abstract: The review of Chinese literary theory is closely correlated with the inheritance and
development of traditional theory, the acceptance of western theory, and the sketching and
locating of “new period” literature. On the other hand, it reveals the urgent situation that
contemporary literary theories and contemporary aesthetics are losing social practicali-
ty. Theory transition, interdisciplinary collaboration and theoretical explorations by new
media all contribute to a burgeoning discourse system of contemporary Chinese literary theo-
ry. Under current circumstances, the construction of this discourse system demands the
guidance of Marxism literary thought and the rational treatment of Chinese and Western
learnings. Meanwhile, it requires our firm adherence to the Chinese perspective and our con-
scious transition of theories both ancient and modern, Chinese and foreign, so as to make
them native, present and practical

Keywords: native perspective; social practicality; theory transition; interdisciplinary col-

laboration
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