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Downward Shift of Urban Governance Focus Since 2000: Research
Context and Development Trends

—Taking CNKI Retrieved Papers as the Research Object
Li Zhonghan

Abstract: The downward shift of urban governance focus has aroused academic attention and
become a new theoretical growth point. After studying the CNKI papers published since
2000 to examine the research context and development trends of the downward shift of urban
governance focus, the following conclusions can be drawn: the downward shift of urban
governance focus is the basic project to realize the modernization of urban governance.
Under this background, the research mainly focuses on three issues: “from the gravity of
units to the gravity of grassroots”; “reverse down” in the “moving down”; “move out” and
“catch it”, and the research focus has shifted from simple resource enhancement to the
improvement of practical governance efficiency; in terms of perspective, it focuses on the
analysis of the relationship between state and society and the responsibility relationship of
bureaucracy; in terms of methods, it gradually shifts from a purely normative analysis to
specific empirical research. In the direction of development, the focus of urban governance
should be shifted downward to form a theoretical system and governance logic with
explanatory power and local characteristics in terms of content, perspective, method and
style, so as to better serve the needs of reform practice.

Keywords: urban governance; the downward shift of urban governance focus; research

context; development trends
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