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The Court Female Performers During the Wei and Jin Dynasties
Xu Jiqi

Abstract: The court female performers, mainly managed by the departments such as Yeting
( ), Qingshang ( ), and Zongzhang ( ), played an important role in all kinds
of court ceremonies and entertainments during the Wei and Jin Dynasties and the Period of
the Sixteen States In Wei Dynasty, Qingshang music ( ) began to flower In Jin dy-
nasties, the new music forms of Yuefu ( ), as exemplified by Wusheng ( ) in re-
gions on the South of Yangtze River, constantly flowed into the court. These two aspects of
music development enriched the art forms of Yuefu and expanded the members of court fe-
male performers In the period of the Sixteen States, being in the tumultuous wars, the
northern countries were increasingly contending with each other for musicians and other re-
sources of rite and music, and therefore stimulated the construction and development of the
court female performer system in their own regions In order to better understand the crea-
tion, development and dissemination of Yuefu literature in the period of Wei and Jin Dynas-
ties, it is important to explore the origin, development, function, and management of
court female performer system, as well as the contemporaneous aristocratic fashion of hold-
ing female performers in their private lives.

Keywords: Wei and Jin Dynasties; the period of the Sixteen States; female performers




