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Re-evaluate Yang Xiong’s Criticizing Qin & Eulogize Xin
Zhou Guidian

Abstract: Yang Xiong's Criticizing Qin & Eulogize Xin aims to Eulogize Wang Mang, who
built up the Xin dynasty. Because of the failure of Wang Mang, who was considered as a repre-
sentative of usurping power, Yang Xiong is censured by futurity. When Yang Xiong was writ-
ing his Criticizing Qin & Eulogize Xin, hundreds of thousands people praised Wang Mang
and supported him to be a real emperor. Ancient poem which said “Wang Mang is courteous be-
fore usurping” revealed that Wang Mang was supported by so many people, because he won
people’s hearts. But he changed after he got the power. Yang Xiong was dead before Wang
Mang's failure and he did not see Wang Mang’s bad performance. Nobody destroyed the writ-
ings of eulogizing to Wang Mang by Yang Xiong. From the whole life of Yang Xiong, he was
always morally pure and indifferent to fame and fortune, thus he was unimpeachable.
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