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Temporalized Li and Yue Cultivation and the Revival of the Spirit of
Chinese Aesthetics: A Study of He Lin’s Aesthetic Thoughts

Liu Yanshun

Abstract: In his two books A Brief Interpretation of Modern Idealism (Jindai Weixinlun
Jianshi) and Culture and Life (Wenhua Yu Rensheng), He Lin naturally linked Chinese

philosophy with Western philosophy and made innovative interpretations of them with ideas

derived from both sides. One of his outstanding contributions is his efforts in “Confucian-

izing Western philosophy” . And his aesthetic thoughts are embodied in his brand new tem-

poralized interpretations of Li and Yue cultivation, which is a remarkable achievement in re-

searches into Chinese classic aesthetic thoughts in modern China. His achievements are main-

ly embodied in two aspects: Firstly, he did not accept the total negation of Confucian Li

and Yue cultivation by the May 4™ Movement or the New Culture Movement. Instead, he

believed in the value of enriching and expanding Confucian Li and Yue cultivation with posi-

tive thoughts from the West. Secondly, combining temporal Chinese and Western thoughts,

he conducted brilliant analyses of Chinese Li and Yue cultivation activities. These two as-

pects interrelate and show his broad mind and firm attitude to reviving the spirit of Chinese

aesthetics.
Keywords: He Lin;

aesthetics; revival

temporality; Li

and Yue

Cultivation; the spirit of Chinese
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