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From the Hinterland to the Frontier: Russian Peasant Migration to the North
Caucasus in the Second Half of the 19th Century

Lou Yihua Wang Xiaoju

[Abstract] In the 1860s Russia ushered in a period of great reform and witnessed
the end of the long Caucasian War. Against this backdrop large numbers of
Russian peasants moved from the interior provinces to the North Caucasus creating
a wave of migration that lasted for nearly half a century. By the early 20th century
migrants had taken over large areas of the North Caucasus. This in-migration
movement was not voluntary but an important measure of the colonial expansion of
the Tsarist government. This in-migration movement consolidated the ruling
foundation of the Russian Empire in the North Caucasus to a certain extent brought
fundamental changes to the local society and economy and realized the purpose of
bringing the North Caucasus region into the whole Russian political and economic
integration. At the same time Russian ideology culture and way of life have
brought a strong impact on the local minorities. The russification policy of the
Tsarist government also caused serious ethnic conflicts which became one of the
insecure factors affecting the course of Russian history in the future.

[Keywords 1 Russian Empire; North Caucasus; the Emancipation Reform; in—

migration movement
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