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A Preliminary Study of Yury Tynyanov’ s Theory of Parody
Sun Ye

Abstract: Yury Tynyanov’ s academic career started with the research of parody, which
was an important topic in his early academic exploration. Tynyanov, on the one hand, con-
sidering parody as a literary genre in the narrow sense and a peculiar literary device, created
a variety of theoretical discourses about parody (such as “double plan”, “parody”, “pa-
rodichnost”, “parodistic character”, etc. ); on the other hand, he perceived parody as an
extensive literary phenomenon. Combining parody with other related literary phenomena
(such as quotation, imitation, stylization, reminiscence, etc. ), he studied the correlative
relationship between texts and observed the rules of literary evolution. For Tynyanov, paro-
dy was not simply a variant of style, device and genre, but a meta-concept implied in poet-
ics, aesthetics and literary history.
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