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The Impact of Cross-province Migration on Urbanization

——A Comparison of three Representative Provinces

Li Peng  Huang Yongshan

Abstract: The mass migration across provinces has become a normality in China’s economic

structural changes, which has different impacts on not only the development speed but also

the path of industrialization and urbanization in different provinces. Selecting Guangdong,

Henan and Liaoning as the representative provinces of the cross-province net immigration,

net emigration and the basic balance of China’s population, this paper analyses the direc-

tion, number, employment of the cross-province migration, as well as the degree of influ-

ence on industrialization and urbanization. Studies have shown that population urbanization

requires continuous industrial support of years. And the stage of economic development de-

termines the flowing direction and impact of migration. Studies have also shown that new ur-

banization in different provinces faces different demographic impact, and should take a dif-

ferent path of development.

Keywords: migration; employment; industry; urbanization
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