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A Contrastive Study of Chinese and Western Theories of

Literature and Arts in the Twenty-First Century
Xue Yuan

Abstract: Terry Eagleton’ s seminal work A fter Theory has been considered a milestone
publication in the field of literary and cultural studies, raising scholars’ sense of crisis and
passion in relation to the construction of such theories. On this basis, this article sets out to
investigate the extent of acceptance of renowned statements such as “the death of theories”
as inscribed in postmodernism works in China and western academia It then attempts to
chart the development map of Chinese and western theories of literature and arts, with a
view to sketching out the major development periods and routes of these theories. This arti-
cle views the twenty-first century as a new era for the construction of literature and arts the-
ories in China, and focuses on three major aspects In the twenty-first century, major
schools in the field of Chinese literature and arts theories, such as Chinese Classical Literary
Theory, and Marxism Literary Theory, have undergone significant changes from simply
criticizing, interpreting, refusing and integrating western theories to constructing theories
of Chinese features

Keywords: Comparison of Chinese and western literary and cultural theories; post post

modernism; Marxism theories; Chinese classical literary theories
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