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Key Words as the Key to Obtaining Discourse Power: A summary
of the Conference on Chinese and Western Literary Theoretical

Key Words Comparative Studies
Zhou Qingin

Abstract: The construction of a discourse system of literary theories with Chinese character-
istics is among the goals of Chinese Communists as well as the propositions within Chinese
Marxists’ literary thoughts, Currently, it is also a prompt response to the call of both the
times and the reality. In the process of building up the discourse system of literary theories
with Chinese characteristics, key words are to be held as the key to obtaining discourse
power. Besides, the creation of key words with Chinese characteristics can also highlight
China’ s cultural self-confidence. The principles to generate key words include activating
traditional Chinese concept, absorbing Western concepts, and extracting new meanings
from old words and being up-to-date.

Keywords: Chinese and Western literary theory; key words; discourse power
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