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Marx’s Critique of Stirner’s “Einzige”: An Interpretation of

“The New Testament. Me” in The German Ideology
Zhou Weiting

Abstract: In The German Ideology Marx used nearly seventy percent of the book to criticize Stirn—
er whose “Einzige” stimulated Marx’s further definition that the first premise of human history is
“the reality of the individual ” . Stirner’s critique of Feuerbach also provided the theoretical guid—
ance for Marx to be separate from Feuerbach and even Germanys classical philosophy. In this sense
Stirner had an important influence on the development of Marxist philosophy. Through textual analy—
sis  this paper interprets Marx’s criticism of “Einzige” to provide a theoretical reference for the
comprehensive understanding of Marx’s historical materialism.

Keywords: Marx; Stirner; critique; FEinzige
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