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The Comparison of the Mermaid Images between
Chinese and Western Mythology

Huang Xuemin

Abstract: There are a lot of mythologies or tales in both China and the West, which have

become rich literary materials. Both images of mermaid contain two main factors: dangerous

and tempting. These two factors form a theme of eros-death in the literature. They show

the complicated attitudes of both love and fear towards the mermaid and other animals living

under the water. The images of mermaid deeply rooted in the soil of folk culture, reflecting

the different psychological backgrounds of China and the West.

Key words: the image of mermaid; comparison between Chinese and Western; eros-death
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