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Meaning Generation, and Value Gain and Loss of Confucian
Self-Others Relationship: From the Perspective
of the Value-Actualization of Self and Others
Chen Peng Ma Lanlan

Abstract: “Self” and “others” are the subject concepts of great concerns from the perspective of Con-
fucian morality. The purpose of Confucian morality is “self-actualization” through “self-cultivation”,
and “self-actualization” is bound to be related to “realizing the value of others” . The moral orienta-
tion of Confucian relationship between self and others is to pay dual attention to self-actualization and
the realization of the value of other, since self and others fuse and compensate for each other. Confu-
clanism has always given rational consciousness to the purpose value of the subject of others. Howev-
er, in reality, some moral subjects still judge others and denies others’ subjective thinking based on
their “self” . Such subjects lack a rational understanding of the Confucian idea of considering others as
subjects. In the self-limitation of subjective thinking, due to the lack of sympathy and understanding
of the subjective value of others, the subjects often starts with morality and ends with immoral re-
sults. Morality is thus consciously or unconsciously trapped in the paradox of self-denial gradually.

Keywords: Confucianism; moral; self-cultivation; self-actualization; realizing the value of others
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