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The Issues, Paradigms and Bounds of the Studies of Two Realms:

from the Book of the Two Realms
Cheng Zhongvying (Chung-Ying Cheng)

Abstract: The academic resources in The Book of Two Realms guide, create and sublimate
a kind of cognitive and realm study for civilization communication and cultural integra-
tion. The study of two realms, or “realm study”, refers to the definitive study on exist-
ence, cognition and choice of value, and existence is a domain, a field, and a bound. As far
as ontology is concerned, pluralism exists between the limits of binary oppositions, and it
is a process of development. Moreover, multi-realms root in two realms, forming a develo-
ping space It should also be noticed that dualism originates from the intrinsic unigram, and
the latter is the enduring motive for the development of the former In Chinese philosophy,
yin and yang establish the power and nature of two realms, and become the power of crea-

tion In the view of cosmology, the process from “one” to “many” is based mainly on the

“ »

process from “one” to

“

two” . Without the creation and motive power of “one”, the ex-

’ ”»

pansion and difference of “two” would not exist, thus the new “one” could not be
created. Realm, or the two realms are the starting point of philosophical or logical develop-
ment. The question of how does “one” become “two”, and thus become “many”, is the
source of the paradox of conceptual and theoretical propositions, Chinese thinkers praise the
doctrine of Yi, which involves many issues concerning realm, two realms and multi-realms,
as well as some basic differentiatial and integral concepts such as body., function, and behav-
ior, and thus opens up the eastern philosophy. In the aspects of the theory of human nature and
the concept of civilization, the basic boundaries, or the things or ideas that can define bounda-
ries determine the direction of historical development, so the two realms can become the object
of concern for the philosophies of culture and civilization. Furthermore, the division of realms is
the mechanism of creation, and communication and understanding are the basic requirements of
creation. The study of realm is the study of division and integration in cultural development In
short, based on the study of The Book of Two Realms and the study of two realms, we
should transform human cognition and reveal the development of history and human future
based on the understanding of realm, so as to further explore the root causes of human life,
the way of civilization and the fundamental problems of the future of human beings

Keywords: The Book of Two Realms; the study of two realms; realm; ontology; cosmol-

ogy; the theory of human nature; the concept of civilization
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