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The Thinking of Multi-culture Commensalism in

Journey to the East
Chen Min

Abstract: Journey to the East is one of the most important works of Hesse. It includes the

thinking and summery of the writer about the internal spirit world and culture of human be-

ings most of his lifetime. Hesse absorbed Chinese philosophy thinking of Laotze and Western

religious philosophy in his work, and used the method of analogies and metaphors to ex-

press his deep thinking, which brings the reader a mysterious and magic feeling in the char-

acters and plots. The hero Reo has the characteristics of both eastern and western cul-

ture. Only this form of multi-culture complementation can be the dwelling place of human

beings. The plot of double portrait implies the culture of all human ethnics is a whole and

survives harmoniously with the nature and cosmos. Journey to the East exhibits the harmo-

nious co-existence of multi-culture of Hesse.

Key words: Journey to the East; double portrait; intercultural merge; spirit homeland of

human beings; natural harmony
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