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“Thoughtful Mediation with Contemporary Life” .

Hegel and Contemporary Western Hermeneutics
Xu Xianliang

Abstract: Hegel believed that the development of being as a whole is rational, so the past,
present and future are in an inevitable logical connection. This historicity is the core charac-
teristic of Hegel’s thought. Gadamer held that in terms of understanding original nature,
Hegel's thought overcomes the methodological limitations of Schleiermacher’s general herme-
neutics and correctly defines the task of hermeneutics. On the one hand, contemporary
Western hermeneutics takes Hegel's historical thought as a breakthrough to realize the turn:
Heidegger took inspiration from it and confronted the central question of philosophy—the
“history of being”, and his thinking became more hermeneutic. Gadamer took the founda-
tion of Heideggers thought as a starting point, absorbed and transformed Hegel's historical
thought, and established a theory of effective-historical consciousness. On the other hand,
contemporary Western hermeneutics invariably opposes the consistency of logic and history
in Hegel's concept of historicity. In fact, in Hegel's view, logic is not a presupposition of i-
deas externally attached to history, but an internal order that is revealed through historical
development. Thus, historicity, for Hegel, does not mean that history develops according
to the logical categories in the philosopher's mind, but rather that historical meaning can be
understood through thought. From this point of view, Hegel does not deny the openness of
historical meaning and the understanding itself. Perhaps contemporary Western hermeneu-
tics can still draw upon Hegel's concept of historicity.

Keywords: Hegel; contemporary Western hermeneutics; historicity; history of being; effec-

tive-historical consciousness
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