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Confucian Political Wisdom and Moral Tolerance in “Excluding These
Who Hold Different Views Is Harmful to One’s Studies”
Tang Daixing

Abstract; Confucius’ judgment on yiduan (F¥%i) has been interpreted diversely, but there

are errors of subjective conjecture among such interpretations. With the method of context

reduction, this paper finds that the intention of Confucius’ judgment lies in guiding and cul-

tivating his disciples to learn everything but suspend the judgment on anything in doubt and

see everything but keep away from the troublesome, so as to cultivate the wisdom of moral

tolerance. On the one hand, the wisdom of moral tolerance means taking it prudently; on

the other, it means absorbing information widely, i. e. , when faced with various different

political opinions, views, opinions, ideas, theories and methods, one must have magna-

nimity, adaptability, impartiality and integrity.

Keywords: context reduction method; judgment on yiduan; theory of gentlemen; moral

tolerance
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