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Realtors’ Impact on the Residential Segregation

in American Northern Cities (1948-1968)
Zhang Shouhui

Abstract: In the mid-twentieth century, large number of southern blacks migrated into
northern cities in the U. S. and intensified the housing shortages and racial segregation
there. The abolition of “racial restrictive covenants” has highlighted the segregate functions
of realtors. They not only made use of job convenience to segregate blacks from the main
living spaces of white communities in all stages of house transactions, but also adopted such
methods as “racial steering” to confine blacks to various ghettos. Under the protection of
federal housing agencies and real estate associations, and with the support of white socie-
ties, realtors promoted residential segregation in northern cities in the U. S. unscrupulous-
ly. Through the racial steering of the newly relocated families by realtors, the geographical
living space in the cities were divided into inside central cities, traditional white residential
areas, urban “enclaves”, urban marginal borders, and public housing areas, which formed a
binary opposition between the inner cities and the suburbs, as well as whites and blacks
Thereupon, the stratification of population, races and classes was unavoidable, and the de-
terioration of racial conflicts became a potential danger to the American society.

Keywords: American northern cities; realtors; residential segregation; spatial segregation
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