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Riding and Shooting in the Hu People " s Dress and the Distinction
between Han and Other Ethnic Groups
Jin Jiuhong

Abstract: The time when Zhao Wu Ling Wang reform by advocating “riding and shooting in
the Hu people s dress” is also the period in which the distinction between Han and other
ethnic groups is emphasized increasingly- These two events are closely related and influence
each other- The purpose of Zhao Wu Ling Wang carrying out the reform is to get rid of the
political difficulties to find a way to enrich the country and strengthen the military so as to o~
verpower the rivals, while the emphasis on the distinction between Han and other ethnic
groups is to win political initiatives- In reality, the reform makes Zhao a powerful State and
objectively emphasizes the distinction between Han and other ethnic groups- On the other
hand; the reform, ideologically speaking: has weakened the distinction only to break the
pattern to assimilate other ethnic groups into Han- The confirmation of other ethnic groups ’
strong points helps to develop the distinction between ethnics- The ideas of tolerance and
openmindedness have become an important ideological source to the future development of
China as a unity of different nationalities-

Key words : riding and shooting in the Hu people’s dress; distinction between Han and other

ethnic groups; unity of different nationalities
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