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Reshaping Memory: On Canonization of the Proses of Han Yu

and Liu Zongyuan in Song and Yuan Dynasties

Pei Yunlong

Abstract: The interpretation of the canonical value of Han Yu’s and Liu Zongyuan’s proses
by Song and Yuan clerisy marked the reshaping of Tang literary memory and the recognition
of literary history. During the Southern Song Dynasty when the article study emerged,
many anthologies selected the proses of Han Yu and Liu Zongyuan as the representation of
Tang proses under the guidance of neo-Confucianism. Different anthologies of proses or
critics fully summarized the writing techniques of Han Yu's and Liu Zongyuan’s proses,
such as language use and prose structure, and they also made a detailed and in-depth analysis
of the elements received from articles in previous dynasties and those influencing Song
proses. In the cultural context of Confucianist tansformation, the canonical value of Han
Yu's proses were re-evaluted after repeated analysis. The historical value of Liu Zongyuan’s
proses, which were discovered by Northern Song prose writers, gained widespread
recoginition from intellectual elites. The paralleling of Han Yu’s proses and Liu Zongyuan’s
proses reveals the Song Confucian elites’ thought of knowledge eduction which payed equal
attention to Confucian classics and history and their aesthetic custom of embracing diversity.
Han Yu and Liu Zongyuan, coupled with the other six great prose writers in Northern Song
Dynasty, constitute the so-called system of “eight masters of Tang and Song Dynasties” .
Such an integration clarifies the origin of content and style for the canonized system based on
the Song scholarship.

Keywords: Han Yu; Liu Zongyuan; anthology; techniques
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