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Contents of Intergenerational Relationships in Family and its Changes
in Differential Periods of China
——An Analysis based on Combination of History and Reality
Wang Y uesheng

Abstract: This paper focuses on the contents of intergenerational relationships in family and its changes in
the course of institutional changes and social transformation It attempts to acquire a more com prehensive
understanding to the contemporary state of intergenerational relations According to this study, inter-
generational relations are behavior and function compounds that include obligations, responsibilities,
rights, emotional communication and exchange between parents and children From the traditional peri-
ods to contemporary times, parental obligations, responsibilities and family dedication have not been re-
duced, but reinforced T he obligations and responsibilities of the offspring showed w eakening trend T he
contents of intergenerational relations combine with the corresponding function These functions are dif-
ferent between parents and children A s society changes, functions of intergenerational relations are also
changing

Key words; intergenerational relations; parent-child relationship; contents of intergenerational relations; in-

stitutional changes; social transformation
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