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Why Han Fei Zi Does Not Judge the Human Nature?
Liu Liang

Abstract; In academia, declining to comment on the good or evil of human nature in Han

Fei Zi is a consensus, but the predecessors seldom responded for the reason. In my opinion,

it is related to the criterion of judging the good or evil of human nature in Han Fei Zi. Han

Fei Zi’s view of human nature includes various kinds of approach-avoidance actions,

human’s selfishness and something beyond this selfishness. Meanwhile, the criterion of jud-

ging the good or evil of human nature in Han Fei Zi has two types as well. One is concrete-

type, which have different contents and varying with time. The other is general-type, which

is steady in human history. General-type’s criterion is whether it can bring security to human

society. The contents of concrete-type’s criterion are not unified, so that it is unable to pro-

vide a consistent criterion of judging the good or evil of human nature. General - type’s cri-

terion emphasizes the behavior effects as an examining angle, and the aforementioned hu-

man nature is people’s intentions. There is no fixed corresponding relation between effects

and intentions, so that Han Fei Zi cannot make an overall evaluation on the issue of human

nature.

Keywords: Han Fei Zi; Man’s Original Nature as Good; Man’s Original Nature as Evil

124



