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An Explanation of Nifeng and Nifengjia in Shishuoxinyu
Zhao Jiancheng

Abstract: The words nifeng and nifengjia in Shishuoxinyu are allusions from Buddhist
Scripture- Many scholars, both ancient and modern in China and abroad, have made expla-
nations on them- However; these explanations are different and improper- Based on the cor-
responding materials of Buddhist Scripture and the linguistic environment of the original text
in Shishuoxinyu as well as the annotations of Liuxiaobiao, this article examines the mean-
ings of nifeng and nifengjia in Shishuoxinyu- Nifeng means having deep knowledge and
prominent arqument ability to prevail in debates, while Nifengjia refers to the men having
strong theoretical foundation and argument ability to prevail in debates-
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