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The Shadow of the Era for the Rise of Local Knowledge Education

in the Late Qing Dynasty and the Early Republic of China
Wang Xianzi

Abstract: The reform of system stems from the renewal of thinking. The rise of local
knowledge education in the late Qing Dynasty and the early Republic of China was not only
the result of the reform of the education system, but also received influence from the new
ideas and concepts that emerged previously. It is related to the fact that Confucianism has
been reduced to a kind of local knowledge since modern times. It is also connected with the
“provincial boundary” discussion and the trend of regional cultural identity among the
academic circles who studied in Japan in the end of the 19th century and the beginning of the
20th century. The crisis of Confucianism and the new voices from overseas are exactly the
background for the rise of modern local knowledge education in China. However, we should
also note China’s efforts in the design and planning of the education system during this
period, which, under the modern nation-state system, serves the fundamental guarantee for
the development of local knowledge education toward a well-planned and orderly system with
long-term effectiveness.

Keywords: local knowledge education; local knowledge; provincial boundaries; education system
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