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The Evolution of the Relations Between the Government Dominated
by Feudatory Leaders and Political Parties

at the Initial Stage of Parliamentarism in Japan
Chen Wei

Abstract: In the wake of the establishment of the imperial parliament of Japan, the
government dominated by feudatory leaders and the political parties had long engaged in
rivalry and game. The government dominated by feudatory leaders advocated “a government
of detachment” and “building a prosperous Japan with a powerful army”, while the political
parties stood for “a responsible cabinet”, and “resting and building up public strength” . In
the parliament, the political parties holding the majority required cuts of the budget
proposed by the government, and the government laboured through various methods and
made the budget passed. After several rounds of contests, the government came to realize
that they had no choice but to amend the concept of detachment and compromise with the
political parties. Likewise, the political parties were aware that although they were able to
cut the budget, they could not fulfil their purposes of building up public strength and
forming a party cabinet. The relationship between the two sides evolved from rivalry to
compromise, and this not only laid a foundation for their cooperation after the First Sino-
Japanese War, but also promoted the historical transformation of the feudatory leaders, who
later formed political parties. Thus, the evolution served as an important prerequisite for the
birth of the party politics in Japan before the Second World War.

Keywords: initial parliament; governments dominated by feudatory leaders; political

parties; parliamentary politics; party politics
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