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The Origin of Modern National Pronunciation and the Learning

of Mandarin Pronunciation at Schools in the Late Qing Dynasty
Huang Xiaolei

Abstract: In the last decade of the Qing Dynasty, Mandarin pronunciation, hesheng literacy
and the schools of Mandarin script were gradually incorporated into the new school education
under the social trend of making the country prosper, enlightening the people and saving the
national crisis. Mandarin pronunciation of the late Qing Dynasty was developed and
improved from the local, folk to the national, official level. Modern national pronunciation
germinated from modern school education and since then, schools became the century-long
base for popularizing the use of the standard spoken Chinese language. Taking the
establishment of modern school education as the logical starting point, the study of the
relationship of national pronunciation and Mandarin pronunciation sorted the literature of the
learning of Mandarin pronunciation at schools in the late Qing Dynasty, and put the
investigation and analysis of modern national pronunciation in the context of modern school
education. It revealed the symbiotic relationship between modern national pronunciation and
the modern education system, and offered a new perspective for the crossover study of
linguistics and modern education system.

Keywords: national pronunciation; schools in the late Qing Dynasty; learning of Mandarin pronunciation
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