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The Experience of Law Research in Contemporary China

~—Guideline for Law Research in Contemporary China

Chen Su

Abstract. China’s law research has experienced three periods in the past 60 years since the
People’s Republic of China was founded- In the first period (1949 —1978), China's Law
failed to construct its independent system or disciplinary system because it was subordinate
to politics and over-reliant on the Soviet legal theory. In the second period (1978—1992),
China’s Law got rid of the shackles of both the “class struggle theory” and the dependence
on the Soviet legal theory, and began to construct its independent system and its independ-
ent professional disciplines, which is characterized as full academic atmosphere, gradual
building of subject, clearer division among the disciplines and more achievements in academic
research- In the third period (1992—2009), China’s law showed a progressive and prosper-
ous development in which branch subject division is more and more detailed, fruitful achieve-
ments were produced and the standardization degree increased in academic research, theory
research pointed to multi-level and made much innovation, legal education has been rapidly
developed, law practices been increased, and foreign exchange in the field of law research
become normalized as well-
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