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An Analysis on the Multiple Meanings of “Shiyi” in
Dragon-Carving and the Literary Mind

Yang Dongxiao

Abstract: The concept of “shiyi” in Dragon-Carving and the Literary Mind has two kinds
of distinctly different explanations in present annotations of the book. One is related to the
“idea and content” of literature; the other is related to “shilei”, which contains the rhetori-
cal skill of allusion. According to the analysis on the customs of literatures in the Six Dynas-
ties Period, as well as on the word meanings and contexts in the book, it can be found that
both explanations are reasonable. However, to be exact, when “shiyi” is related to “shilei”,
“shiyi” does not refer to specific citation skills, but refers to the meanings of examples or the
expressive effects of cited examples. The two meanings of “shiyi” are interlinked: no matter
it involves a specific example or the narration of a whole article, it emphasizes on the proce-
dure of communicating the writer” s idea by the use of language. The emergence of the con-
cept of “shiyi” proves that Liu Xie, the author of Dragon-Carving and the Literary Mind ,
not only attached importance on the primary status of content, but also appreciated the sig-
nificance of the necessary function of language skills in expressing ideas. Thus, he believed
that literary form has an organic interaction with literary content

Keywords: Dragon-Carving and the Literary Mind; “ shiyi”; rhetorical skills; idea

and content
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