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Onto-Hermeneutics and Chinese and Western Philosophies
The Ontological Structure and Methodological Consciousness of
Chung-ying Cheng’s Philosophy
Li Anze

Abstracts: In the contemporary movement of the reconstruction of contemporary Neo-Con-
fucianism and Chinese philosophy, Chung-ying Cheng is regarded as a typical figure for his
Onto-Hermeneutics, in which ontology and methodology are mutually contained, and epis-
temology and axiology are mutually dependent. His philosophy strives to lay a foundation for
modern reconstruction of Confucianism and Chinese philosophy. As the core and basis of his
philosophy, Onto-Hermeneutics is rooted in the tradition of Chinese philosophy, especially
the Philosophy of Changes which emphasizes the holistic creativity. Meanwhile, his philoso-
phyabsorbs new methods of such modern Western philosophies as Hermeneutics and analyti-
cal philosophy. andseeks to integratethe rationalized methods of modern philosophy intothe
ontological structure of traditional philosophy. As a result, his ontological philosophy is
characterized by holistic creativity, diversification within unityand mutual support between
ontology and function In a sense, Cheng’s philosophy is a creative interpretation of Chinese
philosophy, especially the Philosophy of Changes in the macro-background of world philoso-
phy. It is also an important theoretical achievement of Neo-Confucianism in the course of its
modern reconstruction.

Keywords: Onto-Hermeneutics; ontological structure; methodological consciousness; Chi-

nese and Western philosophies
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