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A Legal Analysis of the State Ownership System of

the Mineral Resources

Centered on the Article 9 of the Constitution of the P. R. C.

Wu Lihong

Abstract: State ownership of mineral resources system is not only the logical premise of all

the legal issues related to the mineral resources, but also an important content of the overall

national natural resources ownership. Meanwhile, Article 9 of our country’s current Consti-

tution is the legal basis and the foundation of this system. Accordingly, at the beginning of

this paper, some arguments on the interpretation of the Article 9 of our country’s current

Constitution will be mentioned. After that, the legitimacy of this clause will be talked about

in the two dimensions of historic and comparative view. Particularly, this paper interprets

the Article 9 of the Constitution from the normative jurisprudence angle and holds that the

“state ownership” in the Article 9 should contain both “rights” and “powers” . Finally,

some possible ways and methods to protect the state ownership of the mineral resources will

be put forward.

Keywords: Article 9 of the Constitution; the state ownership of the mineral resources; bas-

ic economy system

62



