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On the Influence of Buddhism upon

Qian Qianyi’s Literary Theory
Shi Yahui

Abstract: This article intends to explore the relationship between Qian Qianyi’s understand-

ing of Buddhism and his thinking on the literature. It discusses that the idea of “substitution

of one organ for another” in Surangama Sutra laid the epistemological foundation for Qian

Qianyi’s distinctive thoughts on the appreciating; the Hua-Yen school’s ideas of

Dharmadhatu influenced Qian Qianyi’s esteem for the grand and smooth style of writing; the

attention to the Buddhist scriptures and the dissemination of religious doctrines in the Bud-

dhist circles inspired Qian Qianyi’s literary reform which focused on learning from literary

scriptures and rewriting the history of poetry.

Key words: Qian Qianyi; substitution of one organ for another; Hua-Yen school’s ideas of

Dharmadhdtu; clarify matters and get to the bottom of the things
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