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Nurturing Specialists in Economics
——Objectives and Framework of Training in Economics in the Top

Universities of the US and GB

Zhao Quan

Xu Qiuhui

Wu Yaowu

Abstract: This paper analyses the course design and training program according to a stand-

ard empirical analysis literature through evaluation of practices in some world-famous univer-

sities of the USA and UK. There is a Popper scientific paradigm, which is “stylized fact -~ hy-

pothesis formation - hypothesis test”, beneath the observed training framework of “theory -

methodology - environment - writing” . Students can get a set of knowledge through class

learning, while they obtain research skills and techniques by the practice out of class. In re-

cent years, many Chinese universities have developed two strategies, the “visiting scholar

program” and “international scholar recruitment”, in order to improve the level of econom-

ics training and ability of research and to reduce the gap between Chinese and foreign univer-

sities. In such situation, we should pay attention to the training of practices and the induc-

tion and encouragement to students, as well as the reform for course design of economics.
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