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“Oriental” or “Western”?

——The Russian Cultural Characteristics from the Perspective of Culture Form

Zhang Yong

Abstract; Is the Russian culture the “Oriental” or “Western”? This issue has always been

an academic controversial topic at home and abroad in Russia. When “Western” and “Orien-

tal”, these two purely geographical concepts were introduced into the field of human sci-

ence, the meaning of them has changed. The first change is that the discourse based on ide-

ology includes the ideology of binary opposition. Applying the related theories of anthropolo-

gy to analyze the Russian cultural characteristics, this paper concludes Russian culture

should be categorized as a “Western” culture, meantime, a sub-type of “a marginalized

European culture” .

Key words: Russian culture; Oriental and Western; culture type; marginalized culture
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