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Chinese Standard Culture Debate and the Formation of

“Modernization’’ Consensus
Zuo Yuhe

Abstract. In the process of the controversy between Chinese culture school and Westernized

school in 1930s, both sides not only criticized the views of the other side and clarified their

own views more clearly; but also absorbed the reasonable ideas of the other side continuous-

ly and adjusted and revised their own views:- The Westernized school recognized “moderniza-
y ) g

tion does not mean Westernization”, and began to substitute “modernization” for “total

Westernization”; the Chinese standard culture school insisted they did not advocate retro

and old fashion, thus identified with Westernization and “modernization” -In this way,

views of both sides became more and more clear, and gradually formed consensus on “mod-

ernization” - There is a growing use of “modernization” instead of “total Westernization”;

the influence of “total Westernization” gradually decreased in China’s ideological and cul-

tural fields; Chinese and Western cultures truly entered a new stage of creating Chinese

modern new culture through communication and fusion-

Key words . standard culture; modernization; Westernization
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