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Appreciating Window Bamboo from Indoors: The Image of “Window Bamboo’

in Bai Juyis Poems and the “Windowless Window” in Literati Paintings
Wang Yuedi

Abstract: Bai Juyi has achieved an extremely important development in the expression of the
“window bamboo” image. He changed the perspective of appreciating window bamboo from
outdoors to indoors. The unique indoor ways of appreciating bamboo, including lying and
viewing bamboo shape, lying and listening to bamboo sound, lying and enjoying bamboo
breeze and bamboo shade, etc. , add to the charm of the green bamboo outside the window,
and symbolize the aesthetic philosophy of gardening that the window holds everything. Bai
Juyi's enrichment and development of the aesthetic connotation of the indoor perspective has
exerted a certain impact on similarly themed poems and paintings by later generations. In li-
terati paintings, the “windowless window” expression technique of hiding window frames
and representing the bamboo outside the window with an implicit indoor perspective and the
view of “picturesque window scenery” as one of the premises of the “windowless window”
technique are closely related to Bai Juyi's window bamboo writings.

Keywords: Bai Juyi; window bamboo; indoor; windowless window
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