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Horizontal Logic and Vertical Logic
—Two Different Thinking System in light of Chinese and Western Language
Shang Jie

Abstract: The difference between Chinese and western Language is the difference between
Hieroglyphs and alphabetic writing. T he essence of this difference liesin the judgment copu-
las “being” which leads to two different thinking systems By the word “being” in western
language, Aristotle s substance and attribute or form theory attached to it can be traced

The thinking mode that separates substance from its attribute, namely “what you said” and
“saying”, symbolizes the vertical logic thinking system; While in Chinese language, the
world “being” never has the copulas effect in the strict sense of formal logic when it is used,
it is only a horizontal analogy, and in other words, it is just saying something different as
the same In tradition, that is called “Xing” or “symbol” . As to the effect, Chinese think-
ing system belongs to the “horizontal logic” thinking system, which blurs the discipline
boundary in western view.

Key words: Chinese and western language; copulas; horizontal logic; vertical logic; thinking
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