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Cultivating Courage: Cultivating Intuition of Goodness

and Sense of Justice

Huang Yushun

Abstract; In Mencius words, the “gi
which is also called “zheng qi”

while the “ye qi”

or “hao ran zhi qi’

> (awe-inspiring courage),

(righteous courage) is a kind of emotional experience,

(night courage) is a metaphor of it. The emotional experience comes

from an inner sense which is usually called “sense of justice” and Mencius called it “shi fei

zhi xin” (the sense of right and wrong)

. The inner sense stems from an intuitive ability of

judgment about what is right, which is one of the meanings of Mencius’ “liang zhi” (intui-

tion of goodness)

. The intuitive ability of judgment is based upon the common concept a-

bout right and wrong, which originates from people’s common life that is called “ju” (in-

habitation) or “yang” (cultivation) by Mencius. So-called “yang qi”

(cultivating cour-

age) means to cultivate consciously the concept about right and wrong and the abilities of

the intuitive judgment, the inner sense and the emotional experience.

Keywords: Mencius; cultivating courage; night courage; intuition of goodness; sense of

justice; sense of right and wrong
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