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Medical Ethics and Trust& Trustworthiness in the Relationship Between
Physicians and Patients

Ouyang Yinglin

Abstract: this article holds the concept of trust means that one party assumes the encapsulated interests with

other party, and even expects others to fulfill these interests in the concrete social context; while trustworth-

iness means a possibility that one party realizes others’ expectations. In modern society, sustaining trust and

trustworthiness are more dependent on kinds of official and non-official social mechanisms. Medical ethics, one

form of non-official social norms, really has positive role in the adjustment of physician-patient mutual reac-

tions, but its role might be greatly reduced or destroyed by the social contexts, the performers and the con-

tradictions inside.
Key words: trust; trustworthiness; medical norms
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