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Beauty with Virtues of Jade
—On Miaoyu's Beauty

Zhang Zhi

Abstract. In Dream of the Red Mansion. Miaoyu. as Baoyu and Daiyu. enjoys spiritual qualities of jade, as

her name suggests- She not only has the appearance of jade but mild virtues of jade- She is as talented as fairy

figures and her intelligence is elaborately revealed through her entertaining Grandma Jia- Her courtesy is ex

hibited in helping Xing Youyan and her goodness is displayed in her despising nobles and aristocrats- Her u

niqueness> though not in fashion, exposes her love of purity and struggle against the pressure from authori-

ties- With her appreciation of Baoyu, the reader can detect her criteria of cleanness- Through the depiction of

Miaoyu, the author of Dream of the Red Mansion mildly embodies his disqust with some of the monks and

Taoist masters, his discontent to the feudal secular notions and his in-depth sympathy to the female charac-

ters-

Key words: Dream of the Red Mansion; Miaoyu; spiritual qualities of jade: jade beauty: jade qualities
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